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MONTICELLO, NY
TOPITTSBURGH, PA
Distance: 367 miles

BY SHAUN BAILEY

After the Monticello Motor Club it was

a 367-mile jaunt to Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. We didn’t make it far before both the
coffee and adrenaline high of driving the

» Getting there is half the fun, doubly so
in an R8. Onlookers at Niagara Falls (be-
low) had trouble deciding what to look at.

- Cross-country tip: For the cheapest car

wash in Niagara, just park near the falls!

“track wore off. A nap was in order. The R8

makes for a cozy tent, but it 4s about as
comfortable for sleeping as andalvplane seat.
Marc, in the Jag, slept likeA\baby. When we
awoke, a rustling in the ‘ddrk andrspooky
woods nearby got gueblood flglyihg. We
hypothesize it waga.béar, but Haye no proof.

At sunrise, gn'Our apprédch to Pitts-
burgh, we erfpunteredungre wildlife—a
suicidal déer The R8\dscaped its wrath,
but the.Jaguar took™a hit that left the car
with €iiperficialvounds.

. (fiykhe home'stretch, the RS got as many
Lladkd as qyhe it was picked up. Even be-
Ming covgfed with a thousand bug splatters

couldiffdetract from the car’s allure. T will
miss it when it leaves our fleet.

Please see The RS Odyssey, Part 2, in
our next issue. ®

cht. m th w See more phatos and buy a print!
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MONTICELLO
MOTOR CLUB

www.MonticelloMotorClub.com

This is my third visit to the Monticello Motor Club
(MMC) since it opened last summer. I'm a lucky
guy, especially since I'm now here in an Audi R8 and
have been granted temporary member status. That
means unlimited track time. If only | had more tires
and brake pads...

Unlike many other country-club tracks, MMC has
no aspiration to host public races. Instead, it caters
to the well-heeled car enthusiast who wants track
time without the hassle typically associated with
conventional group track rentals. Full members
have nearly unlimited access to the track during the
summer months that run between April and No-
vember. Do you live in New York City, collect vintage
race cars and need a place to play with them? Then
this is the club for you. The circuit's grounds were
finished last summer and at this point the track’s
surface is fully worn in. Surrounding the 4.1-mile
course is deep forest, lush grass, plenty of runoff
and a beautiful absence of typical racetrack bally-
hoo. There are three large pits, and the track itself
can be broken into three small tracks. However, it's
typically just split into two, and today the members
are running on the north loop.




“It's a fast set of corners that flows seamlessly with plenty of elevation change.

There is nothing flat, square or simple about it.”
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It's a fast set of corners that flows seamlessly
with plenty of elevation change. There is nothing
flat, square or simple about it. Every lap presents an
opportunity to learn the line better. To me this is the
U.S. equivalent of Race Resort Ascari in Spainand
ranks high among the most enjoyable tracks I've
ever driven. We can thank the collaboration of Bruce
Hawkins with Brian Redman for its design.

With an entire day to spend at the facility | had
ample time to relax and enjoy the track's other
amenities. A two-story temporary structure has
been erected while the permanent structures are
being built. The future buildings will house garages,
lodging, a restaurant, fitness and spa facilities.
Although I couldn’t get a massage, | was able to
dine on the member’s-only second-floor veranda
overlooking the southern course where a group of
motorcyclists hosted a track day. After a superb
lunch and interesting conversation with a member
who was there to shake down his vintage Porsche
914-6, | went right back to enjoying our R8.

With my multitude of laps, the north course
was becoming quite familiar to me. On occasion
a member would venture out and give chase. The
camaraderie of members and gentlemanly racing
manners are exemplary. Everyone here is having
fun and has nothing to prove. Why can't all track
days be like this?

An owner of a fine automobile should learn the
skills to use it, and MMC provides instruction. Driv-
ers of all skill levels are allowed to run, whether to
explore the limits of an exotic car in a safe environ-
ment, or to race wheel-to-wheel. Don't own some-
thing suitable for track use? Then pick one of the

club cars as a rental. They include, among others, a

d Ferrari 360 Stradale.
e, though. For the exclusiv-
hip and all the benefits, be pre-
itiation fee of $125,000, about
r Audi R8, and then a very reasonable

the price
$7500 every year thereafter. Out of my price range,
but I'm a lucky guy, so I'm sure |'ll be back.—SB
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Monticello
Motor Club

An extraordinary circuit for the

discerning driving enthusiast.

4.1 miles, 22 turns (full circuit)
3track configurations

103 miles from New York City

118 miles from Philadelphia

M No expense was

spared on the track’s

three-car-wide surface.

The VIP members’ area

temporarily occupies the

top floor of this tent,

which includes a veranda. If the tent is any
indication of the quality of MMC, expect the
permanent structures to be world-class.




